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Conference Meeting – March 23, 2021 

The West Orange Township Council met virtually due to the Covid 19 pandemic beginning at 

6:34 p.m., Karen Carnevale, Municipal Clerk read the following statement: 

This is to inform the general public that this meeting is being held in compliance with Section 5 

of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, Public Law 1975.  The annual notice was 

emailed to the Star Ledger and filed in the Township Clerk’s office on November 30, 2020, and 

published in the West Orange Chronicle on December 10, 2020. 

 

Roll Call – Councilwoman Casalino, Councilwoman McCartney, Councilman Rutherford, 

Councilwoman Williams, Council President Matute-Brown, Mayor Parisi 

 

A presentation was made by Josh Cohen, Jay Corella and Ryan Schinman of Pearl Media 

proposing a unique marketing and digital opportunity for the Township.  Ms. Isabella Diaz 

Freedman gave a presentation and proposed banning the use of gas-powered leaf blowers in the 

Township.   

 

The Council gave their liaison announcements.   

Public Meeting – March 23, 2021 

The West Orange Township Council met virtually beginning at 7:36 p.m., Karen Carnevale, 

Municipal Clerk read the following statement: 

This is to inform the general public that this meeting is being held in compliance with Section 5 

of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, Public Law 1975.  The annual notice was 

emailed to the Star Ledger and filed in the Township Clerk’s office on November 30, 2020, and 

published in the West Orange Chronicle on December 10, 2020. 

 

Roll Call – Councilwoman Casalino, Councilwoman McCartney, Councilman Rutherford, 

Councilwoman Williams, Council President Matute-Brown 

 

Public Comment 

 

Joe Fagan – Public Information Officer – Township of West Orange 

 

Ed Reichman – 12 Moore Terrace 

 

Sally Malanga – 57 Ridge Road 

 

Khabirah Myers – Marion Drive 

 

Justin Goldsman – 14 Moran Road 

 

Joyce Rudin – Woodland Avenue 

 

Dean Dafis – Deputy Mayor – Maplewood Township 

 

Clare Silvestri – 20 Grandview Avenue 
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Darren Tobia – Columbia Street 

 

Matt Dragon – 13 Sheridan Avenue 

 

Akil Khalfani – 7 Linnon Place 

 

Lisa Brittan – 71 Burnet Terrace 

 

Moshe Rudin – Woodland Avenue  

 

Barry Brendel – So. Brunswick, NJ 

 

Kevin Malanga – Ridge Road 

 

Loren Svetvilas – Prospect Avenue 

 

Brent Scott – 75 Nestro Road 

 

Saffiyah Amina Muhammad – 260 Lincoln Street, East Orange 

 

Zasah Khademi – 4 Dawes Avenue 

 

Rosary Morelli – Ralph Road 

 

Anthony Puglisi – PIO Essex County  

 

There was no one else who wished to be heard and the public comment portion of the agenda 

was closed. 

*Review of Consent Agenda 

*Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting- Township Council Meeting- March 23, 2021 

 

*Report of Township Officers – None  

 

*Reading of Petitions and Communications and Bids – None  

 

*Bills  

 

*Resolution(s) adopted on Consent Agenda 

a. 50-21 Resolution Authorizing the Collector of Taxes to Refund Payment to the Listed 

Taxpayer Due to an Overpayment of Taxes Due to a Duplicate Payment (Tax Collector) 

 

b. 52-21 Resolution Authorizing the Collector of Taxes to Refund Payment to the Listed 

Taxpayer Due to an Overpayment of Taxes Due to a Duplicate Payment (Tax Collector) 

 

c. 53-21 Resolution Approving Tax Appeal Settlements with Richland Towers, LLC re: 12 

Marcella Avenue and  

416 Eagle Rock Avenue (Legal-Trenk) 



3 
 

d. 54-21 Resolution Approving Tax Appeal Settlement with HL Orange, LLC re: Block 71.02 

Lot 1 Hutton Park (Legal-Trenk) 

 

e. 55-21 Resolution Approving Tax Appeal Settlement with St. Barnabas Realty re: Block 

165.06 Lot 2 – 95 Old Short Hills Road (Legal-Trenk) 

 

f. 56-21 Resolution Authorizing Blau and Blau to Prosecute Affirmative Tax Appeals for 2021 

(Legal-Trenk) 

 

On motion made by Council President Matute-Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Casalino, 

the consent agenda was approved. 

 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

Resolution(s) removed from the Consent Agenda 

Resolution 51-21 

Resolution of the Township of West Orange, In the County of Essex, New Jersey, 

Designating a Redeveloper and Authorizing the Execution of a Redevelopment Agreement 

for the Property Known as Block 9, Lots 11.01, 11.02, 11.03, 32 & 36 and Block 7, Lot 22 

on the Tax Map of the Township (Legal-Moon)   

This Resolution authorizes the designation of the Alpert Group as the Redeveloper for 

the Central Valley Redevelopment and authorizes the execution of a redevelopment 

agreement with the Alpert Group. 

On motion made by Councilwoman Tammy Williams and seconded by Councilwoman 

McCartney, the above referenced resolution was approved. 

 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

Resolution 57-21 

57-21 Resolution in Support of the Medicare for All Act of 2021, introduced in the United 

States House of Representatives on March 18, 2021, H.R. Bill (Bill Number Pending) 

(Council President Matute-Brown) 

 

On motion made by Councilman Rutherford and seconded by Council President Matute-Brown, 

the consent agenda was approved. 

 

Councilman Rutherford, Councilwoman Williams and Council President Matute-Brown voting 

“Aye.” Councilwoman Casalino and Councilwoman McCartney voting “Nay.” 

 

Ordinances on Second and Final Reading  

 

Ordinance 2639-21 

 

On motion made by Council President Matute-Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Casalino, 

An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 7, Traffic, Subsection 7-32.1 

Handicapped Parking on Streets and Subsection 7-32.2, Restricted Parking Zones, of the 
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Revised General Ordinances of the Township of West Orange was taken up on second and 

final reading. 

 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

The Council President stated that this is the scheduled time for the public hearing and asked the 

Clerk to read the ordinance by title only. 

The Council President asked if there was anyone who wished to be heard. 

There was no one that wished to be heard.   

On motion made by Councilwoman McCartney and seconded by Councilwoman Casalino, the 

above referenced ordinance was approved. 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

Ordinance 2642-21 

 

On motion made by Councilwoman Casalino and seconded by Councilwoman McCartney, An 

Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter XXV Land Use Regulations of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Township of West Orange to Implement a Settlement 

Agreement with Fair Share Housing Center was taken up on second and final reading. 

 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

The Council President stated that this is the scheduled time for the public hearing and asked the 

Clerk to read the ordinance by title only. 

There was no one that wished to be heard.   

On motion made by Council President Matute-Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Casalino, 

the above referenced ordinance was approved. 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

Ordinances on First Reading-None 

 

Pending Matters/New Matters/Council Discussion 

 

On motion made by Councilwoman McCartney and seconded by Councilwoman Casalino, Evan 

Nass was nominated for the consensus appointment of the Council to serve on the Economic 

Development Commission.   

 

Councilwoman Casalino abstained.  Councilwoman McCartney voting “Aye”. Councilman 

Rutherford, Councilwoman Williams and Council President Matute-Brown voting “Nay.”  The 

motion failed.  

 

On motion made by Councilman Rutherford and seconded by Council President Matute-Brown, 

Abdur Yasin was nominated for the consensus appointment of the Council to serve on the 

Economic Development Commission.   

 



5 
 

Councilwoman Casalino, Councilman Rutherford, Councilwoman Williams and Council 

President Matute-Brown voting “Aye.”  Councilwoman McCartney voting “Nay.”  The motion 

was carried and Mr. Yasin will serve a one-year appointment on the commission.   

 

The Council recognized Dr. David Jones as the new Chair of the Human Relations Commission.  

A ban on leaf blowers was discussed.  A poll of the Council was taken to see if the 

administration should move forward with an RFP for the signage proposal.  Councilwoman 

Casalino, Councilwoman McCartney, Councilman Rutherford and Councilwoman Williams 

were agreeable.  Council President Matute-Brown was not in favor of moving forward with the 

RFP.     

 

All members voting “Aye.” 

 

At 11:34 p.m., on motion made by Councilwoman Casalino and seconded by Council President 

Matute-Brown, the Council Meeting was adjourned. 

 

All members voting “Aye. 

 

The Minutes of this meeting are on file in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

 

              

Karen J. Carnevale, R.M.C.   Cindy Matute-Brown, Council President 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Adopted: April 6, 2021 


