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Aug 30, 2022

TOWNSHIP OF WEST ORANGE

66 Main Street

West Orange, NJ  07052

Re: Construction of a new Komodo Dragon Exhibit

and American Alligator Exhibit at the Turtle Back Zoo 

560 Northfield Ave

West Orange NJ 08086

To Whom It May Concern,

Essex County is proposing to remove the existing aquarium and alligator winter habitat structure 

at the Turtle Back Zoo in order to construct a new Komodo Dragon exhibit building and a new 

American Alligator Exhibit building. The two new buildings will be part of a new themed exhibit 

called “The Island Giants” and will be placed within center of the zoo, just east of the existing Sea 

Lion Exhibit.  Amenities will include a new Komodo Dragon indoor habitat, a new American 

Alligator indoor habitat, a new outdoor habitat for the Komodo Dragon, renovations to the 

existing American Alligator outdoor habitat, a below water viewing into the American Alligator 

pool and a small seating area to the east.

Entrance to the new exhibit will be from the existing Sea Lion Exhibit, by way of an existing 

walkway from the north. Visitors will first enter the American Alligator building by passing through 

a rustic nautical/marina/pier themed structure that leads into the existing alligator pool. Guests 

will be able to walk around the pool and view the alligator at home in its new/enhanced habitat. 

The south side of the exhibit will provide a viewing area to observe the alligator during the winter 

months. An interior shift door will provide access for the alligator to a new exterior habitat for 

additional viewing during warm weather. A new observation area to the east side of the pool, will 

allow viewing  through new glass windows. The west side of the pool will feature an area for below 



water observation so guests can see how an alligator floats in water and moves within his aquatic 

environment. The existing pool equipment room will remain with some minor equipment 

upgrades.

The Komodo Dragon indoor exhibit building will be located just west of the new American Alligator 

Exhibit. The new building will have an Asia influence theme featuring a faux palm leaf roof and 

winter observation area with a full size image of the Komodo Island at the rear. The interior exhibit 

area will have a small pool, indoor vegetation and sand for the dragon to dig in.  An outdoor 

holding area for viewing the dragon during warm weather will be located to the north with 

additional viewing through the seamless glass barrier. A staff area at the rear of the structure will 

also be provided. 

We hope this brief narrative provides the pertinent information to properly inform the public 

about this new and exciting Exhibit at the Turtle Back Zoo, whose continuing goal is to educate 

youth about animals and their habitats throughout the world. 

Very truly yours,

FRENCH & PARRELLO ASSOCIATES, P.A.

Michael J. Piga LLA

Manager of Landscape Architecture
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