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TOWNSHIP OF WEST ORANGE

APPLICATION PACKAGE

PLANNING BOARD OR ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

1. Zoning/Planning Board Application

2. Checklists:

"C" and "D" Applications Interpretations and Appeals
Major/Minor Site Plan or Subdivision (52 Items)
Sustainability Checklist

3. Fee Schedules

4. W-9 Form

5. Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting Schedule
6. Planning Board & Site Plan Review Advisory Board Meeting Schedule
7. Tree Removal Application Procedure

8. Tree Removal Application

9. Ordinance 2436-15 Amending Chapter 25, Sections 4,51.6, 51.7, 51.8,51.9,51.10 &

51.15 (Revision of Various Zoning Ordinances)
Adopted 2/10/2015

10. Ordinance 2448-15 Amending Chapter 25, Section 51.16

Adopted 5/12/2015
11. Ordinance 2464-15 Amending Chapter 25, Sections, 8.4, 9.9, 9.10, & 11.10 & Chapter

32, Section 3 (Revision of Various Zoning Ordinances)
Adopted October 27, 2015

BEFORE preparing or submitting an Application, it is strongly suggested that you contact the Planning
Board Secretary or Zoning Board Secretary. We will be happy to assist you or answer any questions
pertaining to the filing of an application to the Planning Board (325-4111) or Zoning Board of Adjustment
(325-4108).

PLEASE NOTE:

The application must be typed or neatly printed.

! One original along with 4 paper copies and one digital copy shall be submitted - no exceptions.

!

! Refer to the Zoning Ordinance for all application requirements.

!

Each application, including the original must have attached any enclosures as required.

Application fees and escrow must be submitted at the time of filing.
(If an escrow fee is required, a completed W-9 form must accompany the fees).

All experts must be licensed to practice in the State of New Jersey.

Any additional documents submitted after the original filing of the Application must include one
original and 4 paper copies and one digital copy to the Zoning Board or Planning Board and must be
submitted at leastt 1010 days before the Applicant's public meeting date.

Pursuant to Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A._40:55D-10(f), a verbatim recording of the proceedings shall be

made. The Planning Board or Zoning Board of Adjustment shall furnish duplicate recording upon request from any

interested party at the requesting party's expense which shall not exceed the actual cost of preparation. All
transcripts which may be prepared from any such recording, whether prepared at the request of the Board or an

interested party, shall be transcribed by a licensed New Jersey Court Reporter and certified in writing to be accurate.

After the Board hears the Application and renders a decision, a Resolution will be read and voted on at the next

scheduled regular meeting. Upon receipt of the signed Resolution, the Applicant must submit eight (8) full size sets

of final site plans, signed and sealed, to the Board Secretary for signatures. Once the Applicant receives a copy of
the signed site plan, the Applicant may then apply for building permits.
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June 20, 2025

TOWNSHIP OF WEST ORANGE 
66 Main Street 
West Orange, NJ  07052 

 
Re: Renovations of the Gibbons Exhibit at the Turtle Back Zoo  

560 Northfield Ave 
West Orange NJ 08086 

  
Essex County is proposing to renovate the Gibbons Exhibit at the Turtle Back Zoo. The Gibbons Exhibit is 
located within the zoo, along the main pathway, across from the existing Asia Exhibit. The renovations to 
the Gibbons Exhibit will consist of new netting, habitat climbing structures, fencing, sidewalk and viewing 
windows. 
 
Entering the renovated Gibbons Exhibit area from the existing main zoo pathway, visitors will be greeted 
by new brick pavers in the two viewing areas. The viewing areas will consist of new brick pavers laid in a 
basketweave pattern, a new glass window for viewing and informational signs complimented by bamboo 
fencing. Landscaping will be designed to enhance the exhibit. 
 
There is a building addition for extending the Gibbons interior habitat space and training area. The addition 
is approximately 125 square feet (6’ x 21’). The building renovation consists of a raised roof, new ceiling 
with lighting in the main viewing area, and new shift gates in rear. 
 
The habitat will be surrounded by new black oxidized stainless steel mesh. The area next to the building 
will have a wood grain privacy fence. Inside the habitat will have two new climbing structures, these rustic 
decks will be three-tiered, the first 10’ x 10’ and the second 6’ x 6’.  
 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
FRENCH & PARRELLO ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
 
 
Michael J. Piga LLA  
Manager of Landscape Architecture 
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AERIAL MAP

MICHAEL J. PIGA, LLA

LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, N.J. LIC. No. AS000909
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TOWNSHIP OF WEST ORANGE

ESSEX COUNTY  NEW JERSEY

BLOCK 161, LOT 1

RENOVATION OF 

FOR

528.040

11-15-2019

Regional Offices

Camden, NJ

New York, NY

Hackettstown, NJ

King of Prussia, PA

Corporate Office

1800 Route 34, Suite 101

Wall, NJ  07719

732.312.9800

ASIAN EXHIBIT AREA
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