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October 16, 2025 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS AND EMAIL 

Ms. Diana Chandler-Zimmerman 
Zoning Board Secretary 
West Orange Zoning Board of Adjustment 
66 Main Street 
West Orange, New Jersey 07052 

Re: Extension of Approval Request         
Seton Hall Preparatory School           
Amended Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval with Variance Relief    
700 Prospect Avenue; Block 82.01, Lot 1 

Dear Ms. Chandler-Zimmerman: 

This firm represents Seton Hall Preparatory School, the owner and applicant (the “Applicant”), 
with respect to their development of property located at 700 Prospect Avenue and designated as 
Block 82.01, Lot 1 in the Township of West Orange (the “Property”) to swap the athletic facility with 
the maintenance facilities and expand the size of the athletic facility (the “Project”).  

The Project was approved by the Township of West Orange Zoning Board of Adjustment (the 
“Zoning Board” or “Board”) on September 28, 2023 and memorialized by the Board through a 
resolution adopted on October 19, 2023 (the “Resolution”). A notice of decision of the adoption of 
the Resolution was published by the Zoning Board on October 26, 2023. 

Section 25-48.10.a. of The Land Use Regulations of the Township of West Orange (the “Land 
Use Code”) provides that building or construction permits must be obtained within two years and one 
day after the date of the granting of site plan and variance approval. The Board is permitted to extend 
such time period “[f]or good cause shown and upon written application”. Similarly, pursuant to the 
Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq. (the “MLUL”), the Project is protected against 
zoning changes for a period of two years after the grant of final site plan approval. The MLUL allows 
the Zoning Board to grant further extensions of the protection period. The Board is permitted to grant 
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a total of three (3) one-year extensions. See N.J.S.A. 40:55D-52(a). As a result, the protection period 
is set to expire on October 27, 2025.1 

Following the adoption of the Resolution, the Applicant has encountered delays in finalizing 
its construction drawings and obtaining all required outside agency approvals. 

Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests the Board grant a one-year extension of the 
protection period for the Project from October 27, 2025 to October 27, 2026 in accordance with             
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-52(a).   

On behalf of the Applicant and in furtherance of this request, enclosed are the following 
documents: 

• Township of West Orange Zoning Board Resolution (Case No. ZB-22-12)
memorialized October 19, 2023; and

• Notice of Decision published by the Zoning Board in the West Orange Chronicle on
October 26, 2023.

Kindly advise as to when this matter is expected to be placed on the Zoning Board’s agenda 
for consideration and whether an appearance is required. 

Thank you for the courtesies extended in this matter. Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions or require additional information. 

Very truly yours, 

Marc E. Leibman 
Counsel 

MEL:eap 

1 Section 25-48.10.c. states, “The time limits mentioned in paragraph a above, shall commence on 
the date of the publication of a notice of the granting of the conditional use, variance or site plan 
in the official newspaper of the Township of West Orange or a newspaper of general circulation 
in the Township . . . .” Due to the Zoning Board publishing notice on October 26, 2023, we have 
calculated the protection period to expire on October 27, 2025 (two years and one day following 
the notice of publication of the granting and memorialization of the approval). It appears a notice 
was published on October 5, 2023 indicating only that an approval was granted on September 
28, 2023. However, as noted throughout this request, the Resolution was not adopted until 
October 19, 2023 and notice of such adoption was not published until October 26, 2023. 
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