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June 16, 2021

TOWNSHIP OF WEST ORANGE 
66 Main Street 

West Orange, NJ  07052 

 

Re: Renovation of the Asia Exhibit at the Turtle Back Zoo  

560 Northfield Ave 
West Orange NJ 08086 

  
Essex County is proposing to renovate the Asia Exhibit at the Turtle Back Zoo. The Asia Exhibit is located 

within the zoo, along the main pathway, across from the existing Gibbons Exhibit. The renovations to the 

Asia Exhibit will consist of a plaza area, new habitat building, two outdoor habitat areas, and a small seating 

area to the east. 

 

Entering the renovated Asia Exhibit area from the existing main zoo pathway, by way of a new staircase or 

by an ADA compliant/stroller friendly pathway. Visitors will be greeted by a new plaza area. The plaza area 

will consist of new concrete pavers laid in a random pattern, a circular stamped concrete area in the form of 

the zodiac calendar and a new seating area. To the rear of the exhibit area, is an ADA compliant ramp to 

create better circulation around the exhibit. The ramp will connect the new exhibit area with the existing 

leopard exhibit area to the east. Landscaping and site lighting will be designed to enhance the Asia theme. 

 

The plaza area will permit visitors to see the two new outdoor habitats. The new habitats will be located in 

front of the new Asian themed habitat building. The habitats will be designed to give the animals space to 

explore and move around. The habitat areas will be as tall as 20’ and will be enclosed by black oxidized 

steel mesh. The inside of the outdoor viewing areas will consist of bamboo and log climbing structures and 

landscaping. The east outdoor exhibit area there will be a small zen pool for the animals to enjoy. It will also 

have a glass window for visitors to walk up and view the animals in their habitat. 

 

The Asia Habitat Building façade will be designed with an Asian theme. With sloping roofs, powder coated 

red steel posts and bamboo accents will strengthen this theme. Along the plaza side of the building, an indoor 

exhibit space will be visible to the public. This will allow visitors to view the animals in the winter. The 

interior will consist of dens for the animals, keeper alleys, food preparation area, transfer den, neo-natal and 

the indoor exhibit space. The dens will lead to their perspective outdoor exhibit areas and to outdoor off 

exhibit areas. 

 

On the east side of the existing Asia Exhibit area, one of the older exhibits will be removed and a seating 

area will be incorporated. The seating area will utilize the existing shade structure that exists and place three 

new benches and stroller parking for the visitors to stop and rest.  

 

Very truly yours, 

 

FRENCH & PARRELLO ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
 

 
Michael J. Piga LLA  

Manager of Landscape Architecture 
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AERIAL MAP

MICHAEL J. PIGA, LLA

LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, N.J. LIC. No. AS000909
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